
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

INSIDE JEWISH TURKEY 
JDC Entwine Young Professionals Trip 

March 10-17, 2013 
 

TRIP INFORMATION 

About Turkey:  Turkey has served as a refuge for Jews fleeing persecution for more than five centuries, 
and has a long tradition of fostering a welcoming environment where the Jewish community has been 
able to sustain a vibrant Jewish communal life.  Today, Turkey is home to a historically self-sufficient 
community of 25,000 that has suffered from a series of terrorist attacks and ongoing security challenges.  
Religious tolerance has lessened, and the high cost of maintaining enhanced security measures has 
taxed the community’s resources.   JDC’s involvement has helped this proud and traditionally self-
sufficient community add to its resources so that it can continue its rich history as it builds a Jewish future.   

Through a visit to Turkey with JDC Entwine, participants will have the opportunity to explore issues of 
Jewish life and community development, engage with a vibrant community that, in uncertain times, 
continues to run a full spectrum of activities and services. 

Itinerary Highlights: 
 

• Gain unique insight into Turkey’s vibrant Jewish life and understand how the community 
continues to function and plan in an increasingly conservative environment 

• Participate in exclusive site visits & briefings with JDC professionals and community leaders 
• Engage in a cultural exchange with local young Jewish leaders 
• Explore ancient synagogues, the Grand Bazaar, beautiful Bosphorus river views, & exciting 

nightlife in Izmir & Istanbul 
 
Trip Dates: March 10-17, 2013 
 
Cost: $2,600 
 
The trip cost includes: 
 

• Round-trip airfare from New York City to Turkey 
• Local transportation within Turkey 
• Meals 
• Hotel accommodations (note: the participation fee covers accommodations in double rooms; 

participants may elect to stay in a single room for an additional fee) 
• Briefings, tours, and leisure activities 
• Medical and emergency evacuation insurance 

 
 
Participants will be expected to submit a deposit of $1,000 upon notification of selection.  Final payment 
of $1,800 will be due one month before trip dates. 
 
JDC Global Leadership Grants: JDC does not want the cost of the trip to prevent your participation.  If 
you are unable to contribute the full participation fee, we encourage you to apply for a JDC Global 



Leadership Grant (see JDC Global Leadership Grant section of application).  JDC will award JDC Global 
Leadership Grants on an as-need basis.  Your decision to apply for a JDC Global Leadership Grant will 
not impact selection decisions.  Please note that JDC does not provide any full subsidies. 
 
Beyond applying for a JDC Global Leadership Grant, we also encourage you to fundraise to cover the 
cost of your participation.  We are happy to provide guidance as you reach out to your networks to seek 
donations for this worthwhile experience.  Past participants have been extremely successful in raising 
funds to help cover the cost of participation. 
 
Flight Details: The group flight will depart from New York JFK on Sunday evening, March 10

th
 and will 

return on Sunday afternoon, March 17
th
.  All participants are expected to meet the group at JFK airport. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Entwine is a one-of-a-kind movement for young Jewish leaders, influencers, and advocates who seek to 
make a meaningful impact on global Jewish needs and international humanitarian issues. We do this by 
offering service experiences in Jewish communities around the world, educational events and programs, 
and leadership development opportunities.  Entwine is an initiative of JDC, the largest Jewish 
humanitarian organization in the world. JDC works in 70 countries, specializing in humanitarian aid, 
Jewish community renewal and disaster relief. 
 
Learn more: www.jdcentwine.org  
 
About the American Jewish Joint Distribution Committee (JDC):  For over 95 years, JDC has 
provided rescue, relief, and renewal for Jewish communities outside of North America, helped Israel meet 
the needs of its most vulnerable citizens, and offered a Jewish response to natural and man-made 
disasters and non-sectarian development needs around the world.  JDC’s work in over 70 countries is 
inspired by Jewish values of mutual responsibility, that kol yisrael areivim zeh l’zeh (all of Israel is 
responsible for one another), and tikkun olam, that Jews have an obligation to repair the world. 
 
Learn more: www.jdc.org  

 


