
RALPH I. GOLDMAN FELLOWSHIP 
In International Jewish Service 

 
What is the Ralph I. Goldman (RIG) Fellowship?  
The Ralph I. Goldman Fellowship is JDC’s premier leadership opportunity for the 
world’s top Jewish young professionals. Awarded to one person annually, it is a 
one-of-a-kind experience that exposes, confronts, and enriches a talented rising 
leader through direct work with and access to multiple communities and key 
challenges confronting the Jewish people. With senior JDC staff, our RIG Fellows 
identify and design unique overseas placements shaped by their skills, interests, 
and the critical needs of communities abroad.    
 
Where do RIG fellows serve? 
JDC works in over 70 countries around the world. RIG placements are based on 
an individual fellow’s strengths, background and preferences. Previously, RIG 
fellows have served in locations including Israel, Ukraine, Georgia, India, China, 
Australia, Hungary, Belarus, and more. Typically, RIG fellows will serve in two-
three different country assignments during the fellowship year.  
 
When does the RIG Fellowship begin? 
The 2016 RIG fellowship begins in January 2016 with an orientation period at 
JDC’s headquarters in New York and continues with two or more overseas 
assignments, concluding in December 2016.  
 
Are there required qualifications?  
A master’s degree or equivalent is preferred. Candidates should also 
demonstrate professional achievement in their chosen career; exceptional 
leadership and communication skills; and strong interest in international Jewish 
affairs and public service. 
 
I don’t have a master’s degree, can I still apply? 
You can still apply for the RIG fellowship without a master’s degree. Equivalent 
experience and a demonstrated commitment to international Jewish affairs and 
public is recommended.  
 
Is there an age limit? 
There is no set age for the fellowship. We look for candidates that have an 
advanced degree or those with equivalent experience, maturity, and commitment 
may apply. 
 
Do I have to be a US citizen in order to apply?  
No. We accept applicants of all nationalities and urge everyone to apply. We 
have former RIG fellows from Israel, Argentina and the Former Soviet Union. 
 
 
 



I have a spouse and family, can I still apply? 
The Fellowship is open to applicants with spouses and children; however, JDC 
only covers costs associated with the individual RIG fellow accepted to the 
program. A RIG fellow may choose to relocate with his/her spouse or family, 
likely two – three times throughout the year, and the RIG fellow is responsible for 
any costs (such as flights, etc.) for family members should they choose to join the 
Fellow in field placement locations. In the past, RIG fellows have chosen both to 
travel with and without their spouse and/or family to placements.  
 
What does JDC cover during the fellowship? 
JDC covers international travel expenses and provides a generous fellowship 
stipend and health insurance package. RIG Fellows use this stipend to cover 
their basic expenses locally in each placement.  
 
In what language should I fill out my application? 
Your application should be filled out in English. 
 
What if one of my recommendation letters is not in English? 
While we prefer that recommendations be submitted in English, if your 
recommender does not speak English, you may have it officially translated.  
 
How do I apply? 
Fill out this form to receive an application by email: http://eepurl.com/baKmHX 
 
Note that the RIG application has a number of components, including: a short 
personal essay, three (3) letters of recommendation, a health form, and a short 
90-second video. 
 
  
When is the application due?  
All components of the RIG application are due by May 31, 2015.   

What is the application process, and when will I hear if I have been selected 
as the 2016 Ralph I. Goldman Fellow?  
All applicants are reviewed by selection committee. RIG fellows will be notified in 
September 2015 if invited to join in-person semi-finalist interviews to take place 
October 20th and 21st in New York. The 2016 RIG fellow will be announced in 
October 2015.  

I still have more questions. Can I speak with someone?  
We would be happy to schedule a time to speak with you further! Please be in 
touch with jdcentwine@jdcny.org to coordinate. We look forward to speaking 
soon!  

  


