
 

 
 

INSIDE JEWISH LATIN AMERICA: CHILE & ARGENTINA  
JDC Entwine Insider Trip for Young Professionals   

in partnership with The Jewish Federation of Greater Los Angeles  
  
Argentina is home to Latin America’s largest Jewish population, with a community of around 241,000, 
whose history goes back to the Spanish and Portuguese Inquisitions when Jews fled to Argentina to 
escape persecution. It is also the 5th largest Jewish population in the world today. Argentina has one of 
the highest Human Development Index levels and GDPs per capita in Latin America. Because of its once 
stable economy, Argentina has long boasted a sizable middle class, however, when the economy 
collapsed in 2001, the relatively prosperous Jewish community was left reeling as much of that middle 
class imploded, with many of its members losing their jobs, businesses, homes, and savings. JDC’s 
presence in Argentina since World War II made it possible to initiate an immediate and widespread 
response to the 2001 economic crisis by expanding existing welfare and relief services to aid those most 
profoundly affected by the crisis. A decade after the crisis, signs of economic recovery are encouraging. 
The number of people relying on welfare relief continues to decrease and local community services have 
begun to return to a level of self-sufficiency. However, despite overall improvements among those who 
are employable, children and the elderly remain particularly vulnerable and continue to depend on the 
support of the community.  
  
Chile is home to the third-largest Jewish community in South America. Jewish immigration to Chile began 
in earnest in the 1840s. The first Jews who arrived in Valparaíso, a coastal city near Santiago, were from 
Europe, especially from Germany and France. Chile’s diverse Jewish community today, made up of both 
Ashkenazi and Sephardic Jews, is mainly located in Santiago, with Jewish families also living in cities such 
as Concepcion and Valparaiso-Vina. The community supports a JCC, two Jewish day schools, and 
synagogues. In 2010, JDC, which provides technical assistance to many Latin American countries 
including Chile, intervened to aid in the relief effort after an 8.8 magnitude earthquake devastated parts 
of the country.   
  
Travel Day  
  
Day 1: Santiago, Chile: Welcome to South America! Introduction to Jewish Life in Chile  
   

• Welcome to Santiago! Overview of Chile’s Jewish Community with Local Leaders  
 

The Comunidad Judía de Chile (CJCH) represents Chilean Jews, both in at home and abroad. 
CJCH’s mission is to foster community life in the long term, based on inclusive development, 
strengthening ties with the State of Israel and promoting unity and participation in order to 
contribute to Chile’s future.  

 
• Guided Tour of Santiago’s Sites & Cerros (hills)  

 
Santiago, Chile’s capital and largest city, sits in a valley surrounded by the snow-capped Andes 
and the Chilean Coast Range. Plaza de Armas, the grand heart of the city’s old colonial core, is 
home to 2 neoclassical landmarks: the 1808 Palacio de la Real Audiencia, housing the National 
History Museum, and the 18th-century Metropolitan Cathedral. La Chascona is the home-turned-
museum of poet Pablo Neruda.  

http://www.cjch.cl/
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• Core Conversation #1: Kavannah (Intention)  
 
JDC Entwine’s tailored curriculum offers participants the space to explore critical questions about 
global Jewish responsibility through reflection, group conversation, and ritual. 
 

• Dinner with Local Young Professionals from LAZOS  
 

LAZOS is a pan-Latin American community whose mission is to strengthen Jewish life in the 
region through collaboration and innovation. LAZOS started in 2014 as an initiative of the 
Charles and Lynn Schusterman Family Foundation with the objective to unite young Latin 
American leaders to generate significant change in their communities and across the region.  

 
Day 2: Exploring Diverse Community Services   
     

• Understanding Chile’s Political Landscape: Mercaz (Circulo Israelita) & Jewish Museum   
 

• Chilean Wine Tasting & Winery Tour   
 

• Introduction to Valparaiso  
 

Valparaíso is a port city on Chile’s coast. It's known for its steep funiculars and colorful, clifftop 
homes. La Sebastiana, the quirky former residence of Chilean poet Pablo Neruda, is now a 
museum with far-reaching Pacific views. During the 19th century, an influx of European 
immigrants left their mark on the city’s architecture and cultural institutions, many of which 
congregate around downtown’s Plaza Sotomayor.  

 
The “Jewel of the Pacific,” the beautiful, vulnerable, bustling hillside port of Valparaíso, is known 
for its susceptibility to earthquakes and as being one of the homes of the Chilean poet Pablo 
Neruda. It is also home to exquisite street art that flourishes virtually everywhere, attracting 
thousands of travellers that visit the city specifically to see the open-air artworks. We explore a 
handful of creations from the best artists designed to both amaze and inspire.  

 
• Dinner & Briefing at Sephardic Synagogue Max Nordau & Briefing on Ongoing Challenges for 

the Jewish Community with Community Leaders  
 

Synagogue Max Nordau, founded on April 29, 1916, was built by Sephardic Jews who emigrated 
mainly from Smyrna, Turkey (now Izmir) and Ashkenazi Jewish immigrants from Eastern Europe. 
The community is named for Dr. Max Nordau, medical, critic and writer who actively participated 
in the creation of the Zionist movement in the late 19th century and early 20th century. The 
Community possesses the oldest Sefer Torah in Chile. About 40 families belong to the community 
at present.   

 
Day 3: Understanding Community Needs in the Periphery  
  

• Explore the beautiful town of Viña del Mar  
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Viña del Mar is a city and commune on central Chile's Pacific coast. Often referred to as "La 
Ciudad Jardín" ("The Garden City"), Viña del Mar is also part of the Greater Valparaíso area, the 
country's third largest metropolitan area, after the Metropolitan areas 
of Santiago and Concepción. The Greater Valparaíso Area is home to 5 
municipalities: Valparaíso, Viña del Mar, Concon, Quilpue, and Villa Alemana. Viña del Mar is 
known for its placid resorts, malls, extensive coastal high buildings, hotels and various 
entertainment venues. The city attracts an important influx of national as well as international 
visitors throughout the year.  

 
• Visit to Viña del Mar Jewish School and Synagogue: Briefing on the Jewish Community of Chile 

and Conversation with School Director & Young Leaders. Classroom Activity with Kindergarten 
Children    

 
• Core Conversation #2: Arevut (Responsibility) & Deep Dive Into JDC 

 
• Visit & Dinner with Volunteer Firefighters at Bomba Israel   

 
La Bomba Israel is the only Jewish fire station outside of Israel! Founded in 1954 by a group of 
Jewish volunteer firefighters in Ñuñoa to fill the need for a fifth company in the neighborhood, 
Bomba Israel has served its surrounding community continuously for over 50 years.            

  
  
Day 4: Buenos Aires, Argentina: Community Partnerships, Meeting Needs & Ensuring Self-Sufficiency    

  
• Visit to AMIA: Agam Memorial & Overview of Jewish Communal Services   

 
AMIA (Asociación Mutual Israelita Argentina) is the umbrella organization for all Jewish 
institutions in Argentina. Born as Chevra Kedusha in 1894, its initial activities focused on 
developing the necessary conditions to observe Jewish traditions in Argentina.  Soon, its activities 
grew and diversified with the increase of the country’s Jewish population and its progressive 
integration to society.  AMIA soon became the place where all the Jewish people could come 
together and participate in Jewish life.  
 
Presently, it offers a wide array of activities and services, including social services; the provision 
of basic goods such as food, medicines, housing, health and clothing to vulnerable families; 
educational activities; supporting, coordinating and facilitating joint projects with other 
community institutions; employment programs aimed at strengthening the employability of 
thousands of candidates; and cultural activities such as theatre, conferences, courses and 
festivals, among others.  

 
In 1994, to commemorate its centennial, AMIA organized a series of celebrations that were 
interrupted on July 18 by a terrorist attack, killing 85 people. Yaacov Agam a world-renowned 
Israeli plastic artist is the creator of the Monument to the Memory of the Victims of the Terrorist 
Attack at AMIA.  The work asserts both the commitment to the victims’ memory by honoring 
their spirit and vital legacy, and the demand for justice for their relatives and society at large.  

 
• Lunch at El Galope, kosher barbecue!   

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_cities_in_Chile
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Communes_of_Chile
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Zona_Central,_Chile
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Greater_Valpara%C3%ADso
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Greater_Santiago
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Greater_Concepci%C3%B3n
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Valpara%C3%ADso
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Concon,_Chile
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Quilpue
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Villa_Alemana
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• Free Time in the hip Palermo neighborhood 

 
• Cultural Exchange, Tango & Empanadas at Hillel Buenos Aires  

  
Day 5: Exploring Community Development & Ensuring an Inclusive Future  
  

• Exchange with Students & Community Service Project at the Weitzman Community Center 
 

Comunidad (Community) Weitzman was founded in 1913 and belongs to the Masorti 
conservative movement. The center includes a school, a synagogue, youth activities, and since 
2015, a community outreach program called “Tikunea” that runs a soup kitchen and other 
services for families and individuals in the neighborhood.   

 
• Buenos Aires City Tour: Recoleta & Puerto Madero 

 
• Pre-Shabbat Activity/Reflection & Candle Lighting on the Roof  

 
• Kabbalat Shabbat at Local Synagogue  

 
• Shabbat Dinner with Local Young Professionals & Evening Out with LAZOS Argentina  

  
Day 6: Shabbat in Buenos Aires 

  
• Optional Shabbat Morning Services, Walking Tour to Recoleta or Visit to MALBA (Buenos Aires 

Museum of Modern Art)  
 

• Walk through Buenos Aires Botanical Garden & Mate Demonstration in the Park  
 

On a typical weekend day in Buenos Aires, the city’s parks fill with people. Clusters of friends sit for 
hours in the sun, talking, playing music, kicking around a football and tanning. But no matter what 
the activity, nearly every group can be seen passing around mate (pronounced “mah-tay”), a 
traditional South American tea. The caffeine-packed beverage is always consumed hot and is one of 
the most popular drinks in the region, especially in Argentina and Uruguay. It is made from yerba 
mate -- green, finely chopped leaves that infuse the tea water with an earthy and slightly bitter 
flavor, similar to that of green tea.   

 
• Core Conversation #3: Arevut (Responsibility) & Me  

 
• Havdalah & Dinner with Local Young Professionals 

    
Day 7: Understanding Argentine Culture in & around Buenos Aires 
  

• Tour of Buenos Aires: Souvenir Shopping in San Telmo Artisan/Antique Market & La Boca 
 

• Visit to Sociedad Hebraica Argentina 
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• La Sociedad Hebraica Argentina is a non-profit community-based organization whose mission is 
to promote the continuity of the Jewish community across all types of activities including, sports, 
social and cultural activities. Hebraica operates a club in Buenos Aires and larger campus in the 
country.  

 
• Lunch with Teen Members of BBYO Youth Group 

 
• Tour of Club Hebraica & Leadership Activities with Youth  

 
• Argentine Dinner Experience! 

 
The Argentina Experience is a unique dinner party concept to educate travelers about the 
fundamentals of what being an Argentine is all about. Learn how to make your own empanada 
using the “repulge” technique, to order steak your way in Spanish, and to prepare your own 
“mate.” 

 
Day 8: Taking the Experience Home 
  

• Lend a Hand! Visit and Occupational Therapy Classes with the Elderly of LeDor VaDor    
 

Born out of the need for effective integration services for the elderly, JDC, in partnership with 
local institutions, opened LeDor Vador, a state-of-the-art Old Age Home that helps address the 
needs of this vulnerable segment of society. The center, which houses around 320 elders, comes 
with a wide range of services including occupational therapy, a cinema, a reading room, a 
synagogue, special workshops, and more. The architect of the project was Mr. Bernardo 
Dujovne, the Dean of the School of Architecture of the University of Buenos Aires, while the plans 
were supervised by the Perkins-Eastman office in Chicago, which has built more elderly homes in 
the past 20 years than any other office.  

 
• Lunch & Conversation with Elderly Residents  

 
• Dessert, Farewell Toast & Core Conversation #4: Assiyah (Action and Bringing the Experience 

Home) 
 
Travel Day  
  
 


